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the plays which, issued in 1709, stands at the beginning
of   modern   Shakespearean   interpretation.   Though
compiled  nearly  a  century  after  the poet's  death,
Rowe's life has claims upon our credit more substantial
than might be expected.   His chief source of informa-
tion was the  great  actor Betterton, a Shakespeare
enthusiast, who had himself taken pains to accumulate
facts   concerning   his   hero.   Much   of   Betterton's
material came to him through John Lowin and Joseph
Taylor, two actors who had been colleagues of Shake-
speare's and who lived into the Restoration period.
According to John Downes, a theatrical prompter at
the end of the seventeenth century, these veterans
brought to the new generation the actual instruction
they had received from the dramatist himself on the
playing of the parts respectively of Henry YHI and
Hamlet.   Theatrical   and   other   traditions   reached
Rowe also through Sir William D'Avenant, the leading
figure in the revival of the stage after 1660.   D'Ave-
nant's father was host of the Crown Inn at Oxford,
where, according to the statements of Aubrey and
of Anthony Wood in 1692, Shakespeare was accustomed
to put up on his journeys between London and Strat-
ford.   Wood reports that the elder D'Avenant was a
" man of grave and saturnine disposition, yet an admirer
of plays and play-makers, especially Shakespeare,"
and that Mrs.  D'Avenant was  "a very beautiful
woman, of a good wit and conversation,"   William
D'Avenant was generally reputed to be Shakespeare's